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(57) ABSTRACT

A communication system includes a communication network
including a plurality of communication cells, a plurality of
mobile communication devices each operable to connect into
the communication network via at least one of the communi-
cation cells, and a communication apparatus for providing at
least one of the communication cells. The communication
apparatus is operable to provide first and second communi-
cation cells via which a mobile communication device can
connect to a communication network and to determine
whether a mobile communication device is connected to the
communication network via the first and/or second commu-
nication cells. The communication apparatus is also operable
to monitor for further communication cells in dependence on
a result of the determination by the determining unit.
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1
COMMUNICATION SYSTEM

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to mobile telecommunication
networks and to parts thereof, particularly but not exclusively
networks operating according to the 3rd Generation Partner-
ship Project (3GPP) standards or equivalents or derivatives
thereof. The invention has particular although not exclusive
relevance to the application of a network monitor mode
(NMM) by a femto access point (FAP).

BACKGROUND ART

Under the 3GPP standards, a NodeB (or an eNB in LTE) is
a base station via which mobile devices connect to the core
network. The 3GPP standards body has also adopted an offi-
cial architecture and started work on a new standard for home
base stations to provide short range 3G radiofrequency (RF)
coverage. Where the home base station is operating to provide
a UMTS (Universal Mobile Telecommunications System)
Terrestrial Radio Access Network (UTRAN) type cell, the
home base station is sometimes referred to as an HNB. Where
the home base station is operating in accordance with the
(Long Term Evolution) LTE standards to provide an LTE or
evolved UTRAN (E-UTRAN) cell, the home base station is
sometimes referred to as an HeNB. Where the home base
station is operating to provide a UMTS (Universal Mobile
Telecommunications System) Terrestrial Radio Access Net-
work (UTRAN) type cell, the home base station is sometimes
referred to simply as an HNB. A similar architecture will also
be applied in the WiMAX network. In this case, the home
base station is commonly referred to as a femto cell. For
simplicity, the present application will use the term HeNB to
refer to any LTE home base station, the term HNB to refer to
UMTS/UTRAN home base stations, and the term home base
station generically to refer to HNB, HeNBs or other such base
stations. Each home base station will provide radio coverage
(for example, 3G/4G/WiMAX) within the home, small and
medium enterprise, shopping Malls etc and will sometimes
connect to the core network via a suitable residential gateway
and public or corporate broadband access network (for
example via an ADSL link to the Internet).

The functionality of a home base station is often provided
by a so called ‘femto access point’ (FAPs) and the term ‘home
base station’ and ‘femto access point’ are often used inter-
changeably. An FAP can comprise a single mode FAP which
provides the functionality of a single home base station oper-
ating a cell of a particular radio access technology (e.g.
UTRAN or E-UTRAN). An FAP can also comprise a dual
mode (or possibly multimode) FAP which provides the func-
tionality of two (or possibly more) home base stations each
effectively operating a cell of a different radio access tech-
nology (e.g. a UTRAN cell and an E-UTRAN cell).

In order to provide for mobility from one cell of the com-
munications network to another, each FAP has a network
monitor mode (NMM) functionality that allows it to scan for
neighbouring cells and to place information, such as cell IDs
or the like, relating to the neighbouring cells detected during
the scan into a neighbour table or database at the FAP. In order
to initiate the NMM and start scanning for neighbouring cells,
the FAP must first stop downlink communication in the cell(s)
that it operates. However, if there are any active mobile tele-
phones connected via the FAP, the FAP cannot terminate
downlink transmissions without disrupting the communica-
tion of the active mobile telephone(s). Accordingly, the FAP
has to wait until the active mobile telephone(s) are no longer
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connected, before initiating the NMM, resulting in an asso-
ciated, potentially undesirable, delay.

In the case of dual mode (or multimode) FAPs, which are
more likely to be serving an active mobile telephone than a
single mode FAP, a delay is more likely. Further, the possible
number of active mobile telephones being served by a dual
mode (or multimode) FAP when the NMM is to be initiated is
likely to be higher than for a single mode FAP. This can lead
to inefficiencies in the NMM scanning process. Moreover,
scanning by the plurality of home base station components of
adual (or multimode) FAP can lead to a relatively high energy
consumption because the scanning via each home base sta-
tion component consumes energy meaning that the cumula-
tive energy consumption is potentially higher than for scan-
ning via a single mode FAP.

Accordingly, there is a need for acommunication system in
which one or more of the above issues is overcome or at least
ameliorated.

DISCLOSURE OF INVENTION

According to one aspect of the present invention, there is
provided a communication system comprising: a communi-
cation network comprising a plurality of communication
cells, a plurality of mobile communication devices each oper-
able to connect into the communication network via at least
one of said communication cells, and communication appa-
ratus for providing at least one of said communication cells,
wherein the communication apparatus comprises: means for
providing a first communication cell via which a mobile
communication device can connect to a communication net-
work; means for determining whether a mobile communica-
tion device is connected to the communication network via
the first communication cell; and means for monitoring for
further communication cells in dependence on a result of the
determination by the determining means wherein said moni-
toring means is operable to: when no mobile communication
devices are determined to be connected via the first commu-
nication cell, monitor for further communication cells oper-
ating using any of a first set of radio access technology/
frequency band combinations; and when at least one mobile
communication device is determined to be connected via the
first communication cell, monitor for further communication
cells operating using any of a second set of radio access
technology/frequency band combinations; wherein at least
one of said first and second sets comprises at least one radio
access technology/frequency band combination not present
in the other of said first and second sets.

According to one aspect of the present invention, there is
provided communication apparatus for providing at least one
communication cell and for monitoring other communication
cells, the communication apparatus comprising: means for
providing a first communication cell via which a mobile
communication device can connect to a communication net-
work; means for determining whether a mobile communica-
tion device is connected to the communication network via
the first communication cell; and means for monitoring for
further communication cells in dependence on a result of the
determination by the determining means wherein said moni-
toring means is operable to: when no mobile communication
devices are determined to be connected via the first commu-
nication cell, monitor for further communication cells oper-
ating using any of a first set of radio access technology/
frequency band combinations; and when at least one mobile
communication device is determined to be connected via the
first communication cell, monitor for further communication
cells operating using any of a second set of radio access
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technology/frequency band combinations; wherein at least
one of said first and second sets comprises at least one radio
access technology/frequency band combination not present
in the other of said first and second sets.

The communication apparatus may further comprise:
means for providing a second communication cell via which
a mobile communication device may connect to a communi-
cation network; wherein said determining means may be
operable to determine whether at least one mobile communi-
cation device is connected to the communication network via
the first communication cell and whether at least one mobile
communication device is connected to the communication
network via the second communication cell; and wherein said
monitoring means may be operable to: when no mobile com-
munication devices are determined to be connected via the
first communication cell and no mobile communication
devices are determined to be connected via the second com-
munication cell, monitor for further communication cells
operating using any of said first set of radio access technol-
ogy/frequency band combinations; and when at least one
mobile communication device is determined to be connected
via the first communication cell and no mobile communica-
tion devices are determined to be connected via the second
communication cell, monitor for further communication cells
operating using any of said second set of radio access tech-
nology/frequency band combinations.

The means for providing a first communication cell may be
operable to provide a first communication cell that operates
using a first radio access technology/frequency band combi-
nation. The means for providing a second communication cell
may be operable to provide a second communication cell that
operates using a second radio access technology/frequency
band combination.

The first set may comprise at least one radio access tech-
nology/frequency band combination not present in said sec-
ond set.

The first set of radio access technology/frequency band
combinations may comprise the first radio access technology/
frequency band combination and the second radio access
technology/frequency band combination. The second set of
radio access technology/frequency band combinations may
comprise the second radio access technology/frequency band
combination but not the first radio access technology/fre-
quency band combination.

The means for monitoring for further communication cells
in dependence on a result of the determination may be oper-
able to not monitor for any further communication cells when
atleast one mobile communication device is determined to be
connected via the first communication cell and at least one
mobile communication device is determined to be connected
via the second communication cell.

The monitoring means may be operable to: when at least
one mobile communication device is determined to be con-
nected via the second communication cell but no mobile
communication device is determined to be connected via the
first communication cell, monitor for further communication
cells operating using any of a third set of radio access tech-
nology/frequency band combinations, wherein at least one of
said second and third sets may comprise at least one radio
access technology/frequency band combinations not present
in the other of said second and third sets.

The first set may comprise at least one radio access tech-
nology/frequency band combination not present in the third
set. The second and third sets may each comprise at least one
radio access technology/frequency band combination not
present in the other of said second and third sets. The third set
of radio access technology/frequency band combinations

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

may comprise the first radio access technology/frequency
band combination but not the second radio access technol-
ogy/frequency band combination.

The monitoring means may be operable to, when said
determining means determines that no mobile communica-
tion devices are connected via at least one of said communi-
cation cells, stop downlink communication, prior to monitor-
ing for further communication cells, in each communication
cell for which said determining means determines that no
mobile communication devices are connected via that com-
munication cell.

The monitoring means may be operable to: monitor a first
subset of said first set of radio access technology/frequency
band combinations using said means for providing a first
communication cell; and monitor a second subset of said first
set of radio access technology/frequency band combinations
using said means for providing a second communication cell.

At least one of said first and second subsets of said first set
of radio access technology/frequency band combinations
may comprise at least one radio access technology/frequency
band combination not present in the other of said first and
second subsets of said first set of radio access technology/
frequency band combinations.

The first and second subsets of said first set of radio access
technology/frequency band combinations may each com-
prise at least one radio access technology/frequency band
combination not present in the other of said first and second
subsets of said first set of radio access technology/frequency
band combinations. The first and second subsets of said first
set of radio access technology/frequency band combinations
may not comprise a radio access technology/frequency band
combination that is present in the other of said first and second
subsets of said first set of radio access technology/frequency
band combinations.

The means for providing a first communication cell may
comprise one of a Universal Mobile Telecommunications
System (UMTS) based home base station (HNB) and a Long
Term Evolution (LTE) based home base station (HeNB). The
means for providing a second communication cell may com-
prise one of a Universal Mobile Telecommunications System
(UMTS) based home base station (HNB) and a Long Term
Evolution (LTE) based home base station (HeNB).

The first communication cell may operate using at least one
of'a Long Term Evolution (LTE) based radio access technol-
ogy and a Universal Mobile Telecommunications System
(UMTS) based radio access technology. The second commu-
nication cell may operate using at least one of a Long Term
Evolution (LTE) based radio access technology and a Univer-
sal Mobile Telecommunications System (UMTS) based radio
access technology.

The radio access technology that the first communication
cell operates using may be different to the radio access tech-
nology that the second communication cell operates using.
The frequency band that the first communication cell operates
using may be different to the frequency band that the second
communication cell operates using.

The radio access technology that the first communication
cell operates using may be the same as the radio access
technology that the second communication cell operates
using, and the frequency band that the first communication
cell operates using may be different to the frequency band that
the second communication cell operates using.

According to one aspect of the present invention, there is
provided a method of monitoring for communication cells
performed by communication apparatus, the method com-
prising: providing a first communication cell via which a
mobile communication device can connect to a communica-



US 9,326,123 B2

5

tion network determining whether a mobile communication
device is connected to the communication network via the
first communication cell; and monitoring for further commu-
nication cells in dependence on a result of the determination
wherein: when no mobile communication devices are deter-
mined to be connected via the first communication cell said
method comprises monitoring for further communication
cells operating using any of a first set of radio access technol-
ogy/frequency band combinations; when at least one mobile
communication device is determined to be connected via the
first communication cell said method comprises monitoring
for further communication cells operating using any of a
second set of radio access technology/frequency band com-
binations; and at least one of said first and second sets com-
prises at least one radio access technology/frequency band
combination not present in the other of said first and second
sets.

According to one aspect of the present invention, there is
provided communication apparatus for providing at least one
communication cell and for monitoring other communication
cells, the communication apparatus comprising: means for
providing a first communication cell via which a mobile
communication device can connect to a communication net-
work; means for providing a second communication cell via
which a mobile communication device can connect to a com-
munication network; means for determining whether at least
one mobile communication device is connected to the com-
munication network via the first communication cell and
whether at least one mobile communication device is con-
nected to the communication network via the second com-
munication cell; and means for monitoring for further com-
munication cells in dependence on a result of the
determination by the determining means wherein said moni-
toring means is operable to: when no mobile communication
devices are determined to be connected via the first commu-
nication cell and no mobile communication devices are deter-
mined to be connected via the second communication cell,
stop downlink transmission in the first communication cell
and the second communication cell prior to monitoring for
further communication cells; and when at least one mobile
communication device is determined to be connected via the
first communication cell and no mobile communication
devices are determined to be connected via the second com-
munication cell, stop downlink transmission in the second
communication cell but not the second communication cell
prior to monitoring for further communication cells.

The means for providing a first communication cell may be
operable to provide a first communication cell that operates
using a first radio access technology/frequency band combi-
nation. The means for providing a second communication cell
may be operable to provide a second communication cell that
operates using a second radio access technology/frequency
band combination.

The monitoring means may be operable to: when no
mobile communication devices are determined to be con-
nected via the first communication cell and no mobile com-
munication devices are determined to be connected via the
second communication cell, monitor for further communica-
tion cells operating using any of a first set of radio access
technology/frequency band combinations; and may be oper-
able to: when at least one mobile communication device is
determined to be connected via the first communication cell
and no mobile communication devices are determined to be
connected via the second communication cell, monitor for
further communication cells operating using any of a second
set of radio access technology/frequency band combinations.
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The first set of radio access technology/frequency band
combinations may comprise the first radio access technology/
frequency band combination and the second radio access
technology/frequency band combination. The second set of
radio access technology/frequency band combinations may
comprise the second radio access technology/frequency band
combination but not the first radio access technology/fre-
quency band combination.

According to one aspect of the present invention, there is
provided a method of monitoring for communication cells
performed by communication apparatus, the method com-
prising: providing a first communication cell via which a
mobile communication device can connect to a communica-
tion network; providing a second communication cell via
which a mobile communication device can connect to a com-
munication network; determining whether at least one mobile
communication device is connected to the communication
network via the first communication cell and whether at least
one mobile communication device is connected to the com-
munication network via the second communication cell; and
monitoring for further communication cells in dependence on
a result of the determination wherein: when no mobile com-
munication devices are determined to be connected via the
first communication cell and no mobile communication
devices are determined to be connected via the second com-
munication cell, said method comprises stopping downlink
transmission in the first communication cell and the second
communication cell prior to monitoring for further commu-
nication cells; and when at least one mobile communication
device is determined to be connected via the first communi-
cation cell and no mobile communication devices are deter-
mined to be connected via the second communication cell,
said method comprises stopping downlink transmission in the
second communication cell but not the second communica-
tion cell prior to monitoring for further communication cells.

According to one aspect of the present invention, there is
provided communication apparatus for providing at least one
communication cell and for monitoring other communication
cells, the communication apparatus comprising: means for
providing a first communication cell via which a mobile
communication device can connect to a communication net-
work; means for providing a second communication cell via
which a mobile communication device can connect to a com-
munication network; and means for monitoring for further
communication cells operating using any of a first set of radio
access technology/frequency band combinations wherein
said monitoring means is operable to: monitor a first subset of
said first set of radio access technology/frequency band com-
binations using said means for providing a first communica-
tion cell; and monitor a second subset of said first set of radio
access technology/frequency band combinations using said
means for providing a second communication cell.

According to one aspect of the present invention, there is
provided a method of monitoring for communication cells
performed by communication apparatus, the method com-
prising: providing a first communication cell via which a
mobile communication device can connect to a communica-
tion network; providing a second communication cell via
which a mobile communication device can connect to a com-
munication network; and monitoring for further communica-
tion cells operating using any of a first set of radio access
technology/frequency band combinations wherein said
monitoring comprises: monitoring a first subset of said first
set of radio access technology/frequency band combinations
using said means for providing a first communication cell;
and monitoring a second subset of said first set of radio access
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technology/frequency band combinations using said means
for providing a second communication cell.

According to one aspect of the present invention, there is
provided communication apparatus for providing at least one
communication cell and for monitoring other communication
cells, the communication apparatus being operable to: pro-
vide a first communication cell via which a mobile commu-
nication device can connect to a communication network
determine whether a mobile communication device is con-
nected to the communication network via the first communi-
cation cell; and monitor for further communication cells in
dependence on a result of the determination wherein: when
no mobile communication devices are determined to be con-
nected via the first communication cell said monitoring com-
prises monitoring for further communication cells operating
using any of a first set of radio access technology/frequency
band combinations; when at least one mobile communication
device is determined to be connected via the first communi-
cation cell said monitoring comprises monitoring for further
communication cells operating using any of a second set of
radio access technology/frequency band combinations; and at
least one of said first and second sets comprises at least one
radio access technology/frequency band combination not
present in the other of said first and second sets.

According to one aspect of the present invention, there is
provided communication apparatus for providing at least one
communication cell and for monitoring other communication
cells, the communication apparatus being operable to: pro-
vide a first communication cell via which a mobile commu-
nication device can connect to a communication network;
provide a second communication cell via which a mobile
communication device can connect to a communication net-
work; determine whether at least one mobile communication
device is connected to the communication network via the
first communication cell and whether at least one mobile
communication device is connected to the communication
network via the second communication cell; and monitor for
further communication cells in dependence on a result of the
determination wherein: when no mobile communication
devices are determined to be connected via the first commu-
nication cell and no mobile communication devices are deter-
mined to be connected via the second communication cell,
said monitoring comprises stopping downlink transmission
in the first communication cell and the second communica-
tion cell prior to monitoring for further communication cells;
and when at least one mobile communication device is deter-
mined to be connected via the first communication cell and no
mobile communication devices are determined to be con-
nected via the second communication cell, said monitoring
comprises stopping downlink transmission in the second
communication cell but not the second communication cell
prior to monitoring for further communication cells.

According to one aspect of the present invention, there is
provided communication apparatus for providing at least one
communication cell and for monitoring other communication
cells, the communication apparatus being operable to: pro-
vide a first communication cell via which a mobile commu-
nication device can connect to a communication network;
provide a second communication cell via which a mobile
communication device can connect to a communication net-
work; and monitor for further communication cells operating
using any of a first set of radio access technology/frequency
band combinations wherein said monitoring comprises:
monitoring a first subset of said first set of radio access tech-
nology/frequency band combinations using said means for
providing a first communication cell; and monitoring a sec-
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8

ond subset of said first set of radio access technology/fre-
quency band combinations using said means for providing a
second communication cell.

According to one aspect of the present invention, there is
provided communication system comprising: a communica-
tion network comprising a plurality of communication cells,
aplurality of mobile communication devices each operable to
connect into the communication network via at least one of
said communication cells, and communication apparatus as
described above.

According to one aspect of the present invention, there is
provided a mobile communication device forming part of the
one of the above communication systems comprising means
for connecting to the communication network of the commu-
nication system via at least one of said cells.

According to one aspect of the present invention, there is
provided a mobile communication device operable to connect
to a communication cell provided by communication appa-
ratus comprising: means for providing a first communication
cell via which a mobile communication device can connect to
a communication network; means for determining whether a
mobile communication device is connected to the communi-
cation network via the first communication cell; and means
for monitoring for further communication cells in depen-
dence on a result of the determination by the determining
means wherein said monitoring means is operable to: when
no mobile communication devices are determined to be con-
nected via the first communication cell, monitor for further
communication cells operating using any of a first set of radio
access technology/frequency band combinations; and when
atleast one mobile communication device is determined to be
connected via the first communication cell, monitor for fur-
ther communication cells operating using any of a second set
of radio access technology/frequency band combinations;
wherein at least one of said first and second sets comprises at
least one radio access technology/frequency band combina-
tion not present in the other of said first and second sets.

According to one aspect of the present invention, there is
provided a mobile communication device operable to connect
to a communication cell provided by communication appa-
ratus comprising: means for providing a first communication
cell via which a mobile communication device can connect to
a communication network; means for providing a second
communication cell via which a mobile communication
device can connect to a communication network; means for
determining whether at least one mobile communication
device is connected to the communication network via the
first communication cell and whether at least one mobile
communication device is connected to the communication
network via the second communication cell; and means for
monitoring for further communication cells in dependence on
a result of the determination by the determining means
wherein said monitoring means is operable to: when no
mobile communication devices are determined to be con-
nected via the first communication cell and no mobile com-
munication devices are determined to be connected via the
second communication cell, stop downlink transmission in
the first communication cell and the second communication
cell prior to monitoring for further communication cells; and
when at least one mobile communication device is deter-
mined to be connected via the first communication cell and no
mobile communication devices are determined to be con-
nected via the second communication cell, stop downlink
transmission in the second communication cell but not the
second communication cell prior to monitoring for further
communication cells.
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According to one aspect of the present invention, there is
provided a mobile communication device operable to connect
to a communication cell provided by communication appa-
ratus comprising: means for providing a first communication
cell via which a mobile communication device can connect to
a communication network; means for providing a second
communication cell via which a mobile communication
device can connect to a communication network; and means
for monitoring for further communication cells operating
using any of a first set of radio access technology/frequency
band combinations wherein said monitoring means is oper-
able to: monitor a first subset of said first set of radio access
technology/frequency band combinations using said means
for providing a first communication cell; and monitor a sec-
ond subset of said first set of radio access technology/fre-
quency band combinations using said means for providing a
second communication cell.

Aspects ofthe invention extend to computer program prod-
ucts such as computer readable storage media having instruc-
tions stored thereon which are operable to program a pro-
grammable processor to carry out a method as described in
the aspects and possibilities set out above or recited in the
claims and/or to program a suitably adapted computer to
provide the apparatus recited in any of the claims.

Although for efficiency of understanding for those of skill
in the art, the invention will be described in detail in the
context of a 3G system (UMTS, LTE), the principles of the
invention can be applied to other systems (such as GSM,
CDMA200, WiMAX) in which mobile devices or User
Equipment (UE) communicate with one of several base sta-
tions with the corresponding elements of the system changed
as required.

Each feature disclosed in this specification (which term
includes the claims) and/or shown in the drawings may be
incorporated in the invention independently (or in combina-
tion with) any other disclosed and/or illustrated features. In
particular but without limitation the features of any of the
claims dependent from a particular independent claim may be
introduced into that independent claim in any combination or
individually.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

Embodiments of the invention will now be described by
way of example only with reference to the attached figures in
which:

FIG. 1 schematically illustrates a mobile (cellular) tele-
communication system;

FIGS. 2(a) and 2(b) each illustrates an exemplary scenario
in which a femto access point of the telecommunication sys-
tem of FIG. 1 may operate; and

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating the main components
of the dual mode Femto Access Point (FAP) of the telecom-
munication system of FIG. 1;

FIG. 41s aflow chart illustrating operation of the dual mode
FAP of FIG. 1; and

FIG. 5 is another flow chart illustrating operation of the
dual mode FAP of FIG. 1.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY
EMBODIMENTS

Overview

FIG. 1 schematically illustrates a mobile (cellular) tele-
communication system 1 in which users of mobile telephones
(mobile communication devices) 3-1 to 3-6 can communicate
with other users via different access nodes operating using
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10

different radio access technologies (RATs). In particular,
mobile telephones 3 (or other user equipment) can make
connections with the mobile telephone core network 8
directly via: a ‘3G’ UMTS (Universal Mobile Telecommuni-
cations System) Terrestrial Radio Access Network (UTRAN)
base station 5-1 and an associated Radio Network Controller
(RNC) 7; an evolved UTRAN (E-UTRAN) base station 5-2;
a ‘2G’° Global System for Mobile Communications (GSM)
base station 5-3 comprising a GSM base transceiver station
(BTS) 4 and a GSM base station controller (BSC) 6; and/or a
2G° Code Division Multiple Access (CDMA) base station
5-4 comprising a CDMA base transceiver station (BTS) 12
and a CDMA base station controller (BSC) 10.

Mobile telephones 3 can also connect to the mobile tele-
phone core network 8 using access points 11-2 and 11-1,
commonly known as ‘femto’ access points (FAPs), provided
in a user’s commercial or private residence 9. In FIG. 1 the
FAPs comprise a single mode FAP 11-2 and a dual mode FAP
11-1. In this embodiment, the single mode FAP 11-2 provides
a single long term evolution (LTE)YE-UTRAN supporting
femtocell. The dual mode FAP 11-1 effectively provides a
dual femtocell that supports both LTE/E-UTRAN and
UTRAN.

The single mode FAP 11-2 comprises an E-UTRAN sup-
porting ‘home’ base station (HeNB) whilst the dual mode
FAP 11-1 comprises an E-UTRAN supporting ‘home’ base
station (HeNB) function 11-16 and a UTRAN supporting
‘home’ base station (HNB) function 11-1a.

The FAPs 11 are each coupled via a suitable Internet con-
nection such as the ADSL or cable connection 16 and by an
access network 15, which in this exemplary embodiment
comprises a broadband access network (conforming to the
BroadBand Forum, BBF), to the mobile telephone core tele-
phone network 8. In the example illustrated in FIG. 1, mobile
telephone 3-2 is connected to the core network 8 via the single
mode FAP (HeNB) 11-2; the mobile telephone 3-1 is con-
nected to the core network 8 via the dual mode FAP (HeNB/
HNB) 11-1; mobile telephone 3-3 is connected to the core
network 8 via E-UTRAN base station 5-2; mobile telephone
3-4 is connected to the core network 8 via UTRAN base
station 5-1; mobile telephone 3-5 is connected to the core
network 8 via GSM base station 5-3; and mobile telephone
3-6 is connected to the core network 8 via CDMA base station
5-4.

Each FAP 11 is operable in a network monitor mode
(NMM) in which the FAP 11 can detect signals transmitted by
other, neighbouring, access points, to capture the identities of
the neighbouring access points and to populate a neighbour
table with details of the neighbouring cells that can be used,
for example, to support handover of a mobile communication
device 3 between cells. The NMM is initiated during a self
configuration process when the FAP 11 is first set up and
periodically thereafter in order to maintain an accurate and
up-to-date neighbour table. The NMM scanning is performed
via the home base station function(s) of the FAP 11 of the FAP
11 performing the NMM process.

During the NMM, the FAP reads the system information
blocks (SIBs) of the neighbouring cells to obtain information
such as closed subscriber group identities (CSG IDs), Loca-
tion Area Code (LAC), Routing Area Code (RAC), and Track-
ing Area Code (TAC). Measurements of conditions in the
neighbouring cells are also made including, for example,
measurements of Reference Signal Received Power (RSRP),
received signal strength indicator (RSSI), and/or the like.

The neighbour table is thus populated with appropriate
information such as Physical cell Identity (PCI) or Primary
Scrambling Code (PSC), routing parameters (i.c. parameters
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which identity how to send any handover message to that
particular cell), CSG Id (if applicable), LAC/RAC/TAC etc.

As will be described in more detail below, the single mode
FAP 11-2 terminates its downlink (DL) transmissions before
initiating the NMM and scanning for any potential neighbour-
ing cells. Accordingly, when there are active (connected
mode) mobile communication devices 3 in the cell of the
single mode FAP 11-2, the single mode FAP 11-2 has to wait
for the associated connections to be terminated before it can
terminate the downlink transmissions and initiate the NMM.

The dual mode FAP 11-1 is advantageously operable in one
of a plurality of NMMs—a first NMM (referred to herein as
‘normal’ or ‘full’ NMM), and a second NMM (referred to
herein as a ‘reduced’ or ‘partial’ NMM). The dual mode FAP
11-1 is operable to initiate the ‘normal’ NMM when there are
no active mobile communication devices 3 connected via
either the HNB function 11-1a or the HeNB function 11-156
and to initiate ‘partial’ NMM when there are active mobile
communication devices 3 connected via one of the home base
station functions 11-1a, 11-15 but there are no active mobile
communication devices 3 connected via the other of the home
base station functions 11-1a, 11-15.

In the normal NMM, the downlink transmissions of the
HNB function 11-1a and the downlink transmissions for the
HeNB function 11-16 are both terminated before normal
NMM is initiated by the dual mode FAP 11-1. The dual mode
FAP 11-1 then scans a ‘full’ set of potential RATs, and a “full’
set of the potential frequency bands, for any neighbouring
cells. The ‘full’ set of RATSs and “full’ set of frequency bands
searched include the RAT and frequency band of the HNB
function 11-14 and the RAT and frequency band of the HeNB
function 11-14.

In the partial NMM, before the partial NMM is initiated by
the dual mode FAP 11-1, downlink transmissions are termi-
nated for the home base station function 11-1a, 11-15 via
which the active mobile communication devices 3 are con-
nected. Downlink transmissions are not terminated, however,
for the other of the home base station functions 11-1a, 11-15
(via which no active mobile communication devices 3 are
connected).

On initiation of partial NMM, the dual mode FAP 11-1
scans a ‘partial’ set or ‘subset’ of RAT and frequency band
combinations, for any neighbouring cells. The partial set of
RAT and frequency band combinations searched include the
RAT and frequency band combination of the home base sta-
tion functions 11-1a, 11-15 for which the downlink transmis-
sion has been terminated but does not include the RAT and
frequency band combination of the home base station func-
tions 11-1a, 11-15 for which the downlink transmission has
not been terminated.

The provision of a partial NMM can advantageously
reduce the potential delay associated with waiting for both the
HNB and HeNB functions 11-1a, 11-15 to cease serving any
active mobile communication devices 3 in their respective
effective cell of the dual femtocell provided by a dual mode
FAP 11-1.

Where the dual mode FAP 11-1 has detected only a subset
of neighbour cells using the partial NMM because one of the
home base station functions 11-1a, 11-15 has connected
mobile telephones 3, the dual mode FAP 11-1 can update the
neighbour list with details of any other neighbouring cells that
are not detected during the partial NMM in a subsequent
partial NMM or normal NMM. Specifically, the dual mode
FAP 11-1 can update the neighbour list in a subsequent partial
NMM or normal NMM when the home base station functions
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11-1a, 11-15 that was previously serving connected mobile
telephones 3 no longer has any connected mode mobile tele-
phones 3.

The dual mode FAP 11-1 is also beneficially able to limit
the RAT/frequency combinations scanned such that a differ-
ent respective ‘partial” set of RAT/frequency band combina-
tions may be scanned via each of the home base station
functions even when normal NMM is performed. Specifi-
cally, this capability allows the dual mode FAP 11-1to scana
subset of the ‘full’ set of RAT/frequency band combinations
using the HNB function 11-1a and to scan a further subset of
the “full’ set of RAT/frequency band combinations using the
HeNB function 11-15 such that duplication of the RAT/fre-
quency combinations scanned during a single NMM process
is avoided (or is limited where there is a specific technical
reason for duplication of scanning in one or more of the
RAT/frequency combinations). This capability may also be
beneficially used to avoid or limit duplication of the RAT/
frequency combinations scanned during a partial NMM pro-
cess carried out via the HNB function 11-1a and a partial
NMM process subsequently carried out via the HeNB func-
tion 11-156 (or vice versa). This capability has benefits in
terms of improved NMM efficiency and reduced energy con-
sumption.

Exemplary Scenarios

Operation of the single and dual mode FAPs 11 will now be
described with reference to specific exemplary scenarios as
illustrated in FIGS. 2(a) and 2(b).

FIG. 2(a) illustrates an exemplary scenario in which the
femtocell provided by the single mode FAP 11-2 operates in
frequency band ‘f1” and has the following seven neighbour
cells operating using various RATs:

Two LTE (E-UTRAN) RAT cells 202-1, 202-3 operating in

frequency band ‘f1’

One LTE (E-UTRAN) RAT cell 202-2 operating in fre-

quency band ‘f2’

One UMTS (UTRAN) RAT cell 204-1 operating in fre-

quency band ‘{4’

One UMTS (UTRAN) RAT cell 204-2 operating in fre-

quency band ‘f5°

One GSM RAT cell 206 operating in frequency band ‘16’

One CDMA RAT cell 208 operating in frequency band ‘7’

Before entering the NMM, the single mode FAP 11-2 first
waits until any active (connected mode) mobile communica-
tion devices 3 that the FAP 11-2 is serving disconnect (e.g.
entering an idle mode). When there are no connected mode
mobile communication devices 3 in its cell, the HeNB of the
single mode FAP 11-2 ceases downlink (DL) transmission
and then begins scanning for any potential neighbouring cells
across a full range of radio access technologies (RATs) and
frequency bands. Accordingly, while operating in the NMM,
the single mode FAP 11-2 detects all seven neighbour cells.

FIG. 2(b) illustrates an exemplary scenario in which the
dual mode FAP 11-1 comprises an HeNB function 11-15 that
effectively operates an LTE/EUTRAN cell in frequency band
11' and an HNB function 11-1a that effectively operates a
UMTS/UTRAN cell in frequency band 14' and has the same
seven neighbour cells as the single mode FAP 11-2 of FIG.
2(a), namely:

Two LTE cells 202-1, 202-3 operating in frequency band

6f1’

One LTE cell 202-2 operating in frequency band ‘2’

One UMTS cell 204-1 operating in frequency band ‘f4’

One UMTS cell 204-2 operating in frequency band ‘f5’

One GSM cell 206 operating in frequency band ‘f6’

One CDMA cell 208 operating in frequency band ‘{7’
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Before initiating the NMM, the dual mode FAP 11-1 deter-
mines whether there are any active (connected mode) mobile
communication devices 3 operating in the dual femtocell and
determines which of the two home base station functions
(HNB and HeNB) 11-14, 11-15 of the dual mode FAP 11-1
any active mobile communication devices 3 are connected
via.

Active Mobile Communication Devices Connected via Both
HNB and HeNB:

When the dual mode FAP 11-1 determines that active
mobile communication devices 3 are connected via both the
HeNB and the HNB functions 11-1a, 11-15, then the NMM is
notinitiated and the dual mode FAP 11-1 waits until the active
(connected mode) mobile communication devices 3 con-
nected via at least one of the HeNB and the HNB functions
11-1a, 11-15 disconnect before an NMM can be initiated.
Active Mobile Communication Devices Connected via
HeNB Only:

When the dual mode FAP 11-1 determines that active
mobile communication devices 3 are connected viathe HeNB
function 11-154, but that there are no active mobile commu-
nication devices 3 connected via the HNB function 11-1a,
then a partial NMM is initiated. The dual mode FAP 11-1
terminates DL transmission of the HNB function 11-1a and
scans for a subset of the possible RAT and frequency band
combinations via the HNB function 11-1a. Specifically, the
dual mode FAP 11-1 scans for cells of the RATs that do not
correspond to the RAT of the home base station function (in
this case the HeNB function 11-15) via which active mobile
communication devices 3 are connected. The dual mode FAP
11-1 also scans for cells operating in a different frequency
band to the frequency band of the home base station function
(in this case the HeNB function 11-15) via which active
mobile communication devices 3 are connected. The dual
mode FAP 11-1 therefore only scans for cells in non-LTE
(non-EUTRAN) RATs and for LTE (EUTRAN) RAT cells
operating in a frequency band other than ‘f1°.

Accordingly, in the example illustrated in FIG. 2(b), when
the dual mode FAP 11-1 determines that active mobile com-
munication devices 3 are connected via the HeNB function
11-15, but that there are no active mobile communication
devices 3 connected via the HNB function 11-1a, the dual
mode FAP 11-1 initiates a partial NMM in which only a
subset of the possible neighbour cells is detected comprising
five neighbour cells, as listed below:

One LTE cell 202-2 operating in frequency band ‘12’

One UMTS cell 204-1 operating in frequency band ‘{4’

One UMTS cell 204-2 operating in frequency band ‘5’

One GSM cell 206 operating in frequency band ‘16’

One CDMA cell 208 operating in frequency band ‘{7’

Further, in the example illustrated in FIG. 2(b), in the
partial NMM, when active mobile communication devices 3
are connected via the HeNB function 11-15, but no active
mobile communication devices 3 are connected via the HNB
function 11-1a, the following cells are not detected:

Two LTE cells 202-1, 202-3 operating in frequency band

6f1’
Active Mobile Communication Devices Connected via HNB
Only:

When the dual mode FAP 11-1 determines that active
mobile communication devices 3 are connected via the HNB
function 11-1a, but that there are no active mobile commu-
nication devices 3 connected via the HeNB function 11-15,
then a partial NMM is initiated. The dual mode FAP 11-1
terminates DL transmission of the HeNB function 11-15 and
scans for a subset of the possible RAT and frequency band
combinations via the HeNB function 11-15. Specifically, the
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dual mode FAP 11-1 scans for cells of the RATs that do not
correspond to the RAT of the home base station function (in
this case the HNB function 11-14a) via which active mobile
communication devices 3 are connected. The dual mode FAP
11-1 also scans for cells operating in a different frequency
band to the frequency band of the home base station function
(in this case the HNB function 11-1a) via which no active
mobile communication devices 3 are connected. The dual
mode FAP 11-1 therefore only scans for cells in non-UMTS
(non-UTRAN) RATs and for UMTS (UTRAN) RAT cells
operating in a frequency band other than ‘f4°.

Accordingly, in the example illustrated in FIG. 2(54), when
the dual mode FAP 11-1 determines that active mobile com-
munication devices 3 are connected via the HNB function
11-1a, but that there are no active mobile communication
devices 3 connected via the HeNB function 11-15, the dual
mode FAP 11-1 initiates a partial NMM in which only a
subset of the possible neighbour cells is detected comprising
six neighbour cells, as listed below:

Two LTE cells 202-1, 202-3 operating in frequency band

6f1’

One LTE cell 202-2 operating in frequency band ‘2’

One UMTS cell 204-2 operating in frequency band ‘f5’

One GSM cell 206 operating in frequency band ‘f6’

One CDMA cell 208 operating in frequency band ‘{7’

Further, in the example illustrated in FIG. 2(b4), in the
partial NMM, when active mobile communication devices 3
are connected via the HNB function 11-1a, but no active
mobile communication devices 3 are connected via the HeNB
function 11-15, the following cells are not detected:

One UMTS cell 204-1 operating in frequency band ‘f4’
No Active Mobile Communication Devices Connected via
Either the HNB or the HeNB:

When the dual mode FAP 11-1 determines that there are no
active mobile communication devices 3 connected via the
HNB function 11-1a or via the HeNB function 11-15, then the
normal NMM is initiated. The dual mode FAP 11-1 termi-
nates DL transmission of the HeNB function 11-156 and the
HNB function 11-1a and scans for the full set of possible RAT
and a frequency band combinations. Accordingly, while oper-
ating in the normal NMM, the dual mode FAP 11-1 detects all
seven neighbour cells.

Dual Mode Femto Access Point

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating the main components
of the dual mode Femto Access Point (FAP) 11-1 shown in
FIG. 1. As shown, the dual mode FAP 11-1 includes trans-
ceiver circuitry 201 which is operable to transmit signals to,
and to receive signals from, mobile telephones 3 or other user
equipment via one or more antennae 203 and which is oper-
able to transmit signals to and to receive signals from the core
network 8 via a network interface 205. The operation of the
transceiver circuitry 201 is controlled by a controller 207 in
accordance with software stored in a memory 209. The soft-
ware includes, among other things, an operating system 211,
an HNB communication module 213, an HeNB communica-
tion module 215, and a Network Monitor Mode (NMM)
management module 217. The memory 209 also holds a data
store 221, where the HNB 11 stores, among other things, an
IP address that is assigned to the FAP, and a neighbour table.

The HNB communication module 213 provides the com-
munication functions of a UTRAN/UMTS home base station,
thereby providing the HNB function 11-1a of the dual mode
FAP 11-1. The HeNB communication module 215 provides
the communication functions of an E-UTRAN/UMTS home
base station, thereby providing the HeNB function 11-15 of
the dual mode FAP 11-1. The NMM management module
217 identifies the occasions on which the NMM may be
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initiated, determines whether or not there are any active mode
mobile communication devices 3 connected via the HNB
and/or HeNB functions 11-1a, 11-154, terminates downlink
transmission if appropriate, enters normal NMM or partial
NMM (when appropriate) in dependence on which of the
HNB and/or HeNB functions 11-1a, 11-15 any active mobile
communication devices 3 are connected via, and manages of
performance of the NMM scanning process via one or both of
the HNB and/or HeNB functions 11-1a, 11-154.

The single mode FAP 11-2 shown in FIG. 1 will have
similar components to those shown in FIG. 3. The main
difference is that the single mode FAP only has a module for
providing communication functions of a single home base
station and not a plurality of home base stations—in this
exemplary embodiment an HeNB.

Operation

Operation of the dual mode FAP 11-1 will now be
described, by way of example only, with reference to FIGS. 4
and 5, each of which is a flow chart illustrating operation of
the dual mode FAP 11-1 of FIG. 1.

Asseen in FIG. 4, when the dual mode FAP 11-1 identifies
an opportunity to initiate an NMM at S1, the dual mode FAP
11-1 checks to determine whether it is serving any connected
mode mobile communication devices 3 at S2.

If the dual mode FAP 11-1 is not serving any connected
mode mobile communication devices 3 then the dual mode
FAP 11-1 initiates the normal NMM by stopping all downlink
transmissions at S4-1 and then scanning a full set of RAT/
frequency band combinations for neighbouring cells at S4-2.

If the dual mode FAP 11-1 determines that both its HNB
and HeNB functions 11-1a and 11-15 are serving connected
mode mobile communication devices 3, then the dual mode
FAP 11-1 does not initiate any NMM at S3.

If the dual mode FAP 11-1 determines that only one of its
HNB and HeNB functions 11-1a and 11-15 is serving active
mobile communication devices 3 then the dual mode FAP
11-1 initiates the partial NMM by stopping, at S5-1, downlink
transmissions for the HNB or HeNB function 11-1a, 11-15
that is not serving any active mobile communication devices
3 and maintaining downlink transmissions for the HNB or
HeNB function 11-1a, 11-15 that is serving active mobile
communication devices 3. The dual mode FAP 11-1 then
scans a partial set/subset of RAT/frequency band combina-
tions for neighbouring cells at S5-2. The partial set of RAT/
frequency band combinations does not include the RAT/fre-
quency band combination of the HNB or HeNB function
11-1a, 11-156 which is serving active mobile communication
devices 3.

The dual mode FAP 11-1 then updates it neighbour table, if
appropriate, at S6.

FIG. 5 illustrates a particularly energy efficient normal or
“full’ NMM process that can be employed by the dual mode
FAP 11-1. As seen in FIG. 5, when the dual mode FAP 11-1
initiates NMM at S51, the dual mode FAP 11-1 scans a subset
of the “full’ set of RAT/frequency band combinations for
neighbour cells using the HNB function 11-1a at S54-1 and
scans a further subset of the “full” set of RAT/frequency band
combinations for neighbour cells using the HeNB function
11-15 as S54-2. The results of these two partial NMM scan-
ning processes are combined, at S55, to provide combined
neighbour cell information for all of the RAT/frequency band
combinations scanned by the HNB and the HeNB function
11-1a, 11-15. The dual mode FAP 11-1 then updates it neigh-
bour table, if appropriate, at S56.

Modifications and Alternatives

A detailed exemplary embodiment has been described

above. As those skilled in the art will appreciate, a number of
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modifications and alternatives can be made to the above
embodiment whilst still benefiting from the inventions
embodied therein.

In the above exemplary embodiments, a mobile telephone
based telecommunications system was described. As those
skilled in the art will appreciate, the signalling techniques
described in the present application can be employed in other
communications system. Other communications nodes or
devices may include user devices such as, for example, per-
sonal digital assistants, laptop computers, web browsers, etc.

In the exemplary embodiments described above, the FAPs
each include transceiver circuitry. Typically this circuitry will
be formed by dedicated hardware circuits. However, in some
embodiments, part of the transceiver circuitry may be imple-
mented as software run by the corresponding controller.

In the above exemplary embodiments, a number of soft-
ware modules were described. As those skilled in the art will
appreciate, the software modules may be provided in com-
piled or un-compiled form and may be supplied to the FAPs as
a signal over a computer network, or on a recording medium.
Further, the functionality performed by part or all of this
software may be performed using one or more dedicated
hardware circuits. However, the use of software modules is
preferred as it facilitates the updating of the base station and
other functions of the FAPs.

It will be appreciated whilst the dual mode FAP 11-1 is
described as effectively providing a dual femtocell that sup-
ports LTE/E-UTRAN and UTRAN the dual mode FAP 11-1
may also be thought of as providing two distinct single fem-
tocells one of which supports LTE/E-UTRAN and the other
of which supports UTRAN.

Whilst the FAPs 11 in the example of FIG. 1 are coupled
directly to the broadband access network 15, the FAPs 11 may
be coupled to the access network 15 via a residential gateway.
The residential gateway may connect to the broadband access
network 15 via a suitable Internet connection such as the
ADSL or cable connection 16 and the H(e)NBs of the FAPs
11 may be programmed with the IP address of a security
gateway (not shown) within the core network 8 so that, when
powered up, the H(e)NBs initially connect to the pre-pro-
grammed security gateway.

In the above description, the dual mode FAP is described
for ease of understanding as having a number of discrete
modules. Whilst these modules may be provided in this way
for certain applications, for example where an existing sys-
tem has been modified to implement the invention, in other
applications, for example in systems designed with the inven-
tive features in mind from the outset, these modules may be
built into the overall operating system or code and so these
modules may not be discernible as discrete entities.

For example, the NMM management module of the dual
FAP may be implemented in an FAP architecture having a
single integrated base band chipset for implementing the
functions of both the HNB function and the HeNB function.
In this case the NMM management module may be consid-
ered to comprise a single NMM module for managing the
NMMs of both the HNB function and the HeNB function of
the integrated chipset. Thus, where the NMM management
module may be considered to comprise a single NMM mod-
ule, the NMM management module will perform normal
NMM, partial NMM or no NMM,; as described above, in
dependence on whether the dual mode FAP is serving any
active mobile communication devices and via which home
base station function any active mobile communication
devices are connected.

The NMM management module of the dual FAP may be
implemented in an FAP architecture having separate base
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band chipsets for respectively providing the HNB function
and the HeNB function. In this case the NMM management
module may be considered to comprise an NMM controller
module and two separate NMM modules—one associated
with the HNB function and one associated with the NMM of
the HeNB function. Thus, where the NMM management
module may be considered to comprise a plurality of NMM
module, each NMM module may independently determine
whether the respective home base station function that it is
associated with is serving any active mobile communication
devices or not. If the NMM module associated with the HNB
function determines that the HNB function is not serving any
mobile communication devices, then it independently stops
its downlink transmissions and initiates a partial NMM in
which only a partial set of RATs (excluding LTE/E-UTRAN
RATs) is scanned for neighbour cells (otherwise no NMM is
performed for the HNB). If the NMM module associated with
the HeNB function determines that the HeNB function is not
serving any mobile communication devices, then it, indepen-
dently stops its downlink transmissions and initiates a partial
NMM in which only a partial set of RAT's (excluding UMTS/
UTRAN RATSs) is scanned for neighbour cells (otherwise no
NMM is performed for the HeNB). The NMM controller
module combines any results of partial NMMs initiated by the
two separate NMM modules to determine a full list of neigh-
bour cells where no active mobile communication devices are
being served or a partial list of neighbour cells where active
mobile communication devices are being served by one of the
home base station functions.

Although for efficiency of understanding for those of
skilled in the art, the invention has been described in detail in
the context of a dual FAP comprising the functionality of two
home base stations (HNB and HeNB), the principles of the
invention can be applied to a multimode FAP comprising the
functionality of more than two home base stations with the
corresponding elements of the system changed as required.

Furthermore, although a dual mode FAP having an LTE
radio access technology based home base station (HeNB)
function and a UMTS radio access technology based home
base station (HNB) function the FAP may, alternatively or
additionally, have home base station functions that operate
using any suitable radio access technology and/or frequency
band. For example, a multimode FAP (such as a dual mode
FAP) may have a plurality of home base station functions that
each operates using the same radio access technology but
different frequency bands.

It will be appreciated that the term radio access technology
(RAT) is a term of art that will be readily understood by those
skilled in the art to refer collectively to the various commu-
nication methods, communication protocols, signal encod-
ing/decoding, and/or the like techniques required to connect
to a communication cell via a particular communication cell
that operates using that radio access technology. As described
above, cells operating using the same RAT may nevertheless
operate using different frequency bands.

Various other modifications will be apparent to those
skilled in the art and will not be described in further detail
here.

This application is based upon and claims the benefit of
priority from United Kingdom patent application No.
1120717.2, filed on Dec. 1, 2011, the disclosure of which is
incorporated herein in its entirety by reference.

The invention claimed is:

1. A communication system, comprising:

a communication network comprising a plurality of com-

munication cells, a plurality of mobile communication
devices each configured to connect into the communi-
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cation network via at least one of said communication
cells, and a communication apparatus configured to pro-
vide at least one of said communication cells, wherein
the communication apparatus comprises:

a memory storing instructions; and

one or more processors configured to execute the instruc-

tions to:

provide a first communication cell via which a mobile

communication device can connect to the communica-
tion network;

determine whether a mobile communication device is con-

nected to the communication network via the first com-
munication cell;

monitor for further communication cells in dependence on

a result of the determination;
when no mobile communication devices are determined
to be connected via the first communication cell,
monitor for further communication cells operating
using any of a first set of radio access technology/
frequency band combinations; and
when at least one mobile communication device is deter-
mined to be connected via the first communication
cell, monitor for further communication cells operat-
ing using any of a second set of radio access technol-
ogy/frequency band combinations,
wherein at least one of said first and second sets comprises at
least one radio access technology/frequency band combina-
tion not present in an other of said first and second sets.

2. A mobile communication device forming part of the
communication system of claim 1, comprising a transceiver
configured to connect to the communication network of the
communication system via at least one of said cells.

3. A communication apparatus for providing at least one
communication cell and for monitoring other communication
cells, the communication apparatus comprising:

a memory storing instructions; and

one or more processors configured to execute the instruc-

tions to:

provide a first communication cell via which a mobile

communication device can connect to a communication
network;

determine whether a mobile communication device is con-

nected to the communication network via the first com-
munication cell;

monitor for further communication cells in dependence on

a result of the determination;
when no mobile communication devices are determined
to be connected via the first communication cell,
monitor for further communication cells operating
using any of a first set of radio access technology/
frequency band combinations; and
when at least one mobile communication device is deter-
mined to be connected via the first communication
cell, monitor for further communication cells operat-
ing using any of a second set of radio access technol-
ogy/frequency band combinations,
wherein at least one of said first and second sets comprises at
least one radio access technology/frequency band combina-
tion not present in the other of said first and second sets.

4. The communication apparatus according to claim 3,
wherein the communication module is further configured to
provide a second communication cell via which the mobile
communication device can connect to the communication
network,

wherein the is one or more processors are further config-

ured to execute the instructions to determine whether at
least one mobile communication device is connected to
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the communication network via the first communication
cell and whether at least one mobile communication
device is connected to the communication network via
the second communication cell, and

wherein the one or more processors are further configured

to execute the instructions to:

when no mobile communication devices are determined
to be connected via the first communication cell and
no mobile communication devices are determined to
be connected via the second communication cell,
monitor for further communication cells operating
using any of said first set of radio access technology/
frequency band combinations; and

when at least one mobile communication device is deter-
mined to be connected via the first communication
cell and no mobile communication devices are deter-
mined to be connected via the second communication
cell, monitor for further communication cells operat-
ing using any of said second set of radio access tech-
nology/frequency band combinations.

5. The communication apparatus according to claim 4,
wherein the one or more processors are further configured to
execute the instructions to provide the first communication
cell that operates using a first radio access technology/fre-
quency band combination, and

wherein the one or more processors are further configured

to execute the instructions to provide the second com-
munication cell that operates using a second radio access
technology/frequency band combination.

6. The communication apparatus according to claim 5,
wherein said first set comprises at least one radio access
technology/frequency band combination not present in said
second set.

7. The communication apparatus according to claim 6,
wherein:

said first set of radio access technology/frequency band

combinations comprises the first radio access technol-
ogy/frequency band combination and the second radio
access technology/frequency band combination; and
said second set of radio access technology/frequency band
combinations comprises the second radio access tech-
nology/frequency band combination but not the first
radio access technology/frequency band combination.

8. The communication apparatus according to claim 5,
wherein the one or more processors are configured to execute
the instructions to monitor for further communication cells in
dependence on a result of the determination, are further con-
figured to execute the instructions to not monitor for any
further communication cells when at least one mobile com-
munication device is determined to be connected via the first
communication cell and at least one mobile communication
device is determined to be connected via the second commu-
nication cell.

9. The communication apparatus according to claim 5,
wherein the one or more processors are further configured to
execute the instructions to:

when at least one mobile communication device is deter-

mined to be connected via the second communication
cell but no mobile communication device is determined
to be connected via the first communication cell, moni-
tor for further communication cells operating using any
of'a third set of radio access technology/frequency band
combinations, and

wherein at least one of said second and third sets comprises

at least one radio access technology/frequency band
combinations not present in the other of said second and
third sets.
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10. The communication apparatus according to claim 9,
wherein said first set comprises at least one radio access
technology/frequency band combination not present in the
third set.

11. The communication apparatus according to claim 10,
wherein said third set of radio access technology/frequency
band combinations comprises the first radio access technol-
ogy/frequency band combination but not the second radio
access technology/frequency band combination.

12. The communication apparatus according to claim 9,
wherein said second and third sets each comprise at least one
radio access technology/frequency band combination not
present in the other of said second and third sets.

13. The communication apparatus according to claim 5,
wherein the one or more processors are further configured to
execute the instructions to, when the one or more processors
determine that no mobile communication devices are con-
nected via at least one of said communication cells, stop
downlink communication, prior to monitoring for further
communication cells, in each communication cell for which
the one or more processors determine that no mobile commu-
nication devices are connected via that communication cell.

14. The communication apparatus according to claim 5,
wherein the one or more processors are further configured to
execute the instructions to:

monitor a first subset of said first set of radio access tech-

nology/frequency band combinations; and

monitor a second subset of said first set of radio access

technology/frequency band combinations.

15. The communication apparatus according to claim 14,
wherein at least one of said first and second subsets of said
first set of radio access technology/frequency band combina-
tions comprises at least one radio access technology/fre-
quency band combination not present in the other of said first
and second subsets of said first set of radio access technology/
frequency band combinations.

16. The communication apparatus according to claim 15,
wherein said first and second subsets of said first set of radio
access technology/frequency band combinations each com-
prises at least one radio access technology/frequency band
combination not present in the other of said first and second
subsets of said first set of radio access technology/frequency
band combinations.

17. The communication apparatus according to claim 16,
wherein said first and second subsets of said first set of radio
access technology/frequency band combinations are devoid
of a radio access technology/frequency band combination
that is present in the other of said first and second subsets of
said first set of radio access technology/frequency band com-
binations.

18. The communication apparatus according to claim 5,
wherein the one or more processors comprise one of a Uni-
versal Mobile Telecommunications System (UMTS) based
home base station (HNB) and a Long Term Evolution (LTE)
based home base station (HeNB).

19. The communication apparatus according to claim 5,
wherein said first communication cell operates using at least
one of a Long Term Evolution (LTE) based radio access
technology and a Universal Mobile Telecommunications
System (UMTS) based radio access technology.

20. The communication apparatus according to claim 5,
wherein said second communication cell operates using at
least one of a Long Term Evolution (LTE) based radio access
technology and a Universal Mobile Telecommunications
System (UMTS) based radio access technology.

21. The communication apparatus according to claim 5,
wherein the radio access technology that the first communi-
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cation cell operates using is different to the radio access
technology that the second communication cell operates
using.

22. The communication apparatus according to claim 5,
wherein the frequency band that the first communication cell
operates using is different to the frequency band that the
second communication cell operates using.

23. The communication apparatus according to claim 5,
wherein the radio access technology that the first communi-
cation cell operates using is the same as the radio access
technology that the second communication cell operates
using, and

wherein the frequency band that the first communication
cell operates using is different to the frequency band that
the second communication cell operates using.

24. A communication system, comprising:

a communication network comprising a plurality of com-
munication cells, a plurality of mobile communication
devices each configured to connect into the communi-
cation network via at least one of said communication
cells, and the communication apparatus according to
claim 3.

25. A method of monitoring for communication cells per-
formed by a communication apparatus, the method compris-
ing:

providing a first communication cell via which a mobile
communication device can connect to a communication
network;

determining whether a mobile communication device is
connected to the communication network via the first
communication cell; and

monitoring for further communication cells in dependence
on a result of the determination, wherein:

when no mobile communication devices are determined to
be connected via the first communication cell said
method comprises monitoring for further communica-
tion cells operating using any of a first set of radio access
technology/frequency band combinations;

when at least one mobile communication device is deter-
mined to be connected via the first communication cell
said method comprises monitoring for further commu-
nication cells operating using any of'a second set of radio
access technology/frequency band combinations; and

at least one of said first and second sets comprises at least
one radio access technology/frequency band combina-
tion not present in the other of said first and second sets.

26. A non-transitory computer readable recording
medium, comprising instructions for carrying out the method
according to claim 25.

27. A communication apparatus for providing at least one
communication cell and for monitoring other communication
cells, the communication apparatus being configured to:
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provide a first communication cell via which a mobile
communication device can connect to a communication
network to determine whether a mobile communication
device is connected to the communication network via
the first communication cell; and

monitor for further communication cells in dependence on
a result of the determination wherein:

when no mobile communication devices are determined to
be connected via the first communication cell said moni-
toring comprises monitoring for further communication
cells operating using any of a first set of radio access
technology/frequency band combinations;

when at least one mobile communication device is deter-
mined to be connected via the first communication cell
said monitoring comprises monitoring for further com-
munication cells operating using any of a second set of
radio access technology/frequency band combinations;
and

at least one of said first and second sets comprises at least
one radio access technology/frequency band combina-
tion not present in the other of said first and second sets.

28. A mobile communication device configured to connect

to a communication cell provided by a communication appa-
ratus, comprising:

a memory storing instructions; and

one or more processors configured to execute the instruc-
tions to:

provide a first communication cell via which a mobile
communication device can connect to a communication
network;

determine whether a mobile communication device is con-
nected to the communication network via the first com-
munication cell;

monitor for further communication cells in dependence on
a result of the determination;

when no mobile communication devices are determined to
be connected via the first communication cell, monitor
for further communication cells operating using any of a
first set of radio access technology/frequency band com-
binations; and

when at least one mobile communication device is deter-
mined to be connected via the first communication cell,
monitor for further communication cells operating using
any of'a second set of radio access technology/frequency
band combinations,

wherein at least one of said first and second sets comprises
at least one radio access technology/frequency band
combination not present in the other of said first and
second sets.



